XI
THE FUTURE OF  SPAIN
T T THEN the Civil War is over, when Catalonia, the
* * Astunas, and Viscaya, have surrendered, then the
real dangers and the real difficulties will begin. That is
a paradoxical phrase which I have heard many Spaniards
pronounce, and there is undoubtedly much truth in It*
Fighting side by side, especially if victory be not too
long delayed, and if in its path there be found minor
successes sufficient to interest the multitude and to main-
tain their enthusiasm, keeps together political sects which
would otherwise be in opposition. War conditions and
the ever-present danger of a possible Communist victory,
which would mean in Spain death for scores of thousands
and ruin for everybody, are great counsellors of prudence.
General Franco knows that, having been a self-imposed
commander and ruler, his action was ratified by the
millions in Spain because of the dangers the country was
running, because the people knew that the Spain of
tradition, the Spain of the Catholic kings, was being
threatened by a foreign philosophy of violence and of
revolution.
Military juntas have ruled in Spain before now, but
they have never ruled for very long. They have changed
their nominal heads, they have changed their form, but
ultimately they have always had to call upon some form
of civil government, either absolute or parliamentary, to
take the reins of office from their hands.
Once the mortal dangers of the triumph of Communism
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